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S ADLY, not everyone is secure and confident with their smile;  
 with missing, unsightly or failing teeth spoiling their 
 appearance and denting their confidence.   

Morag Henderson’s delight at the news of her daughter’s 
engagement was tempered by the knowledge that her smile couldn’t 
live up to the demands of the family’s big day.

But advances in modern dentistry – and the team of specialists at 
Blackhills Specialist Dental Clinic – mean that Morag and many 
others like her can have the smile they always wanted for that 
special wedding day.  

Here Morag shares her story and encourages others to take that 
leap of faith for a life-changing transformation.

It will be smiles all round when Terri and Steven get married next 
spring on the banks of Loch Lomond.

But the biggest and brightest smile will belong 
to the bride’s mother Morag as she enjoys a 
confidence she thought she had lost forever.

An accident and aggressive gum disease had 
blighted Morag’s life over recent years, with 
crooked and decaying teeth making her hide her 
mouth with her hand when she laughed or 
smiled.

But now, with her daughter’s big day only a 
few months away, Morag can again keep her 
hands by her sides as she dazzles and delights 
with her restored smile.

“I never thought I would feel like this again,” she said. “I love 
smiling but I had lost all my confidence. I hated my teeth and was 
embarrassed by them.

“I foolishly prioritised other things before my dental health but, 
when I realised that my daughter’s wedding would shine a spotlight 
on me too, I decided to do something about it.

“Now I can show the world what a beautiful thing a restored smile 
can be thanks to the team at Blackhills.”

Morag’s advanced condition meant she had to lose all her top 
teeth but Blackhills consultant Graeme Lillywhite, a specialist in 
restorative dentistry, assured her she wouldn’t have to settle for 
dentures.

Over a six-month course of treatment, he and the team at 
Aberuthven transformed Morag’s dental profile by creating a 
removable bridge anchored on four implants. Extreme care was 
taken to achieve a totally natural look, making Morag comfortable 
with this life-changing transformation.

“It was a big psychological step for her,” explained Graeme. “She 
was terrified and was taking a huge leap of faith. There was no way 
we were going to let her down.

“I know how important the procedure was to Morag and how 
brave she was to face her fear of dentists,” said Graeme, “and I’m 

delighted to see her smile comfortably and 
confidently again.”

Morag admits her fears were irrational and 
says she is so glad she faced them to undergo 
the treatment.

“The entire procedure was completely pain 
free,” she explained. “All of the team at 
Blackhills – from receptionists through to 
nurses and consultants – were brilliant. So 
welcoming, so caring and considerate – they 
really worked at putting me at ease.”

When Morag first saw her new smile reflected in a mirror she was 
amazed and a little emotional.

“I couldn’t believe it. It was an amazing feeling. I had MY smile 
back again – not an unnatural pearly grin but the very smile I used to 
have.”

Daughter Terri is equally delighted at Morag’s transformation.
“I’m so proud of her,” she said. “I know what it took for her to 

seek help and it’s so wonderful to see how confident she is again 
and how lovely her smile is. She looks amazing.”

“A daughter’s wedding is a day every woman should look forward 
to,” explained Morag, “but I was dreading it because of my teeth.

“Now I can’t wait for Terri’s big day. Just try and stop me smiling!”

To find out more visit 

www.blackhillsclinic.com 
or call 01764 664446

“I do” Say to
a New SmILe
A wedding day is a day of smiles – and  
none is more radiant than that of the  

mother of the bride. 

Morag and 
Terri are all 

smiles as they 
prepare for the 
spring wedding

“I couldn’t believe it. 
It was an amazing 
feeling. I had MY 
smile back again.”


